with applied and clinical physiology of the hormones as with their biochemistry. It is not, however, a textbook of endocrinology, and reference to clinical matters are kept to a minimum. This is a model monograph and one every clinical biochemist should be proud to possess. It is nicely produced and reasonably priced. This is an interesting attempt by a distinguished zoologist to illustrate the evolution and development of the hormones. The style and contents are easy to read and enough factual information is provided to make the book useful to an honours degree student.
The emphasis is mainly on the biochemistry and physiology of mammalian hormones, but references are made to other phyla, especially where these are relevant to the main theme. Two chapters are devoted entirely to hormones in invertebrates.
In so rapidly expanding a field it is impossible for a single author to keep entirely up to date. It was a little disconcerting, however, to see on p. 123 that uncertainty was expressed about the separate existence of human prolactin. This was in doubt for many years but not since 1970, when its separate existence from human growth hormone was established. Measurement of human prolactin in serwn has proved to be a most useful test and is already in routine use in many laboratories.
Minor criticisms such as this should not, however, detract from what is undoubtedly a first-class book for anyone studying for higher examinations in biochemistry and physiology.
V. MARKS
